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California Asks to
Join Google Monopoly
Case Filed by DOJ
December 22, 2020 

California Attorney General
Xavier Becerra wants to join the
antitrust lawsuit against Alphabet
Inc.’s Google filed by the Justice
Department and a group of states.
Becerra’s office filed court papers
Friday seeking a judge’s approval to
be added to the case as a plaintiff.
California would be the first state led
by a Democratic attorney general to
join the case. “We’re moving to join a
lawsuit against @Google for violating
federal antitrust laws,” Becerra said
on Twitter. “By using exclusionary
business agreements to dominate
the market, Google has stifled
competition and rigged the
advertising market.”  

Report finds litany of
labor abuses on RSPO-
certified oil palm
plantations
December 22, 2020 

JAKARTA — A coalition of NGOs
has documented rampant labor
abuses in five oil palm plantations in
Indonesia, the world’s biggest
producer and exporter of the
commodity. The palm oil from these
plantations is certified by the
Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil
(RSPO) and ends up in products
made by food giant Nestlé. Among

the labor abuses documented by the
group Transnational Palm Oil Labour
Solidarity (TPOLS) are exposure to
hazardous chemicals, a reliance on
temporary workers, below minimum-
wage payments, lack of maternity
and menstrual leave for female
workers, and the suppression of
independent unions.  

BAT and Imperial
tobacco firms
profited from child
labour, law firm
alleges
December 22, 2020 

British American Tobacco and
Imperial Brands profited from child
labour, exploitation and dangerous
conditions on tobacco farms in
Malawi, according to a legal claim
launched after a Guardian
investigation. The British firms, which
reported combined earnings of
£12.5bn last year, should
compensate 7,020 children and
adults who work in their supply chain,
according to documents filed at the
high court by the law firm Leigh Day.
The claim alleges “widespread use of
unlawful child labour, unlawful forced
labour and the systematic exposure
of vulnerable and impoverished
adults and children to extremely
hazardous working conditions with
minimal protection against industrial
accidents, injuries and diseases”.  

Palm oil giant Wilmar
unfazed as watchdogs
cry foul over Papua
deforestation
December 16, 2020 

An area of natural forest the
size of 1,500 football fields has been
cleared since January in an oil palm
concession in Indonesia’s
easternmost region of Papua by a
company that ultimately supplies
major traders and global brands. The
deforestation was first detected in
March 2020 by U.S.-based campaign
organization Mighty Earth, which
found 221 hectares (546 acres) of
forest cleared in the concession of
PT Medcopapua Hijau Selaras
(MPHS), a subsidiary of the Jakarta-
based Capitol Group. It dated the
clearing to between Jan. 11 and Feb.
24 this year. Mighty Earth flagged the
deforestation in its “Rapid Response”
reports, but more clearing occurred in
the following months.  

Palestinian activists
continue push to
boycott Puma
December 16, 2020 

As the Christmas holiday
approaches, and with it one of the
busiest seasons for gift-buying,
Palestinians around the world are
calling on consumers to boycott
sports clothing brand Puma over its
partnership with the Israeli Football
Association. On Saturday, the
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Palestinian Campaign for the
Academic and Cultural Boycott of
Israel (PACBI) launched its fourth
Boycott Puma international day of
action, which in addition to calling on
shoppers to boycott the brand, will
also organise calls to Puma, call on
local teams around the world to stop
using Puma products, and deliver a
letter from 200 Palestinian football
teams urging Puma to stop
supporting Israeli occupation.  

Huawei worked on
surveillance systems
able to identify
ethnicity
December 16, 2020 

Facing international outcry over
its testing of a “Uighur alarm” system,
Huawei said it is committed to
human rights “at the highest level.”
But the tech giant has worked with
others to build products touted as
capable of identifying ethnicity.
Huawei has worked with dozens of
security contractors to develop
surveillance products, some of which
were touted as able to identify a
person’s ethnicity or to help suppress
potential protests, according to
company marketing documents that
shed light on a little-publicized corner
of one of China’s most valuable tech
empires.  

U.S. insurance
companies adopting
exclusionary policies

for coal and fossils at
a slow rate
December 16, 2020 

A campaign working to drive a
wedge between the insurance and
fossil fuel sectors reported that U.S.
insurance companies are still
adopting exclusionary policies for
coal or other fossil fuel projects at a
rate slower than most of their global
peers and said coal is becoming
increasingly "uninsurable." U.S.
insurance companies play a key role
in supporting the fossil fuel industry,
while many insurers in Europe and
Australia have committed to no
longer supporting new coal mining
projects, according to the Insure Our
Future campaign's fourth annual
scorecard on insurers' climate
policies. The group of activist
organizations said that, since the
campaign started in 2017, at least 23
companies representing 12.  

China: Report
highlights evidence
for forced labour in
Xinjiang
December 15, 2020 

New evidence from Chinese
government documents and media
reports shows that hundreds of
thousands of ethnic minority laborers
in Xinjiang are being forced to pick
cotton by hand through a coercive
state-mandated labor transfer and
“poverty alleviation” scheme…
Xinjiang produces 85 percent of
China’s and 20 percent of the world’s
cotton … These findings have much
wider implications, affecting all
supply chains that involve Xinjiang
cotton as a raw material ... This

report provides evidence for coercive
labor related to all cotton produced in
Xinjiang. ... State policies have
greatly increased the numbers of
local ethnic minority pickers … Cotton
picking is grueling and typically
poorly paid work.  

Report: Deforestation
wiped out 8% of
Amazon in 18 years
December 14, 2020 

Deforestation in the Amazon
destroyed an area bigger than Spain
from 2000 to 2018, wiping out eight
percent of the world’s largest
rainforest, according to a study
released Tuesday. The Amazon plays
a vital role in curbing climate change,
but destruction of the rainforest has
only accelerated in recent years,
found the study by the Amazon Geo-
Referenced Socio-Environmental
Information Network (RAISG). Since
the turn of the millennium, 513,016
square kilometers (198,077 square
miles) of the rainforest have been
lost, according to the updated
Amazon atlas produced by the
organization, a consortium of groups
from across the region. It is RAISG’s
first such atlas since 2012.  

Major US bank
promises not to fund
Arctic drilling
December 14, 2020 

Bank of America has officially
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committed to not financing any oil
and gas exploration in the Arctic.
Thanks to pressure from
environmental groups and
Indigenous communities, one more
big bank has joined its peers like
Goldman Sachs, Morgan Stanley,
Chase, Wells Fargo, and Citi in this
environmental commitment.
According to EcoWatch, the decision
is especially significant because
outgoing President Donald Trump
has opened up the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) to fossil fuel
exploration, and is rushing to sell
leases for drilling in the refuge before
leaving office. “There’s been
misunderstanding around our
position, but we have not historically
participated in project finance for oil
and gas exploration in the Arctic.  

Berkshire Hathaway
Sues Law Firm for
$755 million M&A
Fraud
December 14, 2020 

A unit of Warren Buffett’s
Berkshire Hathaway Inc. claims a top
international law firm helped German
piping component maker Wilhelm
Schulz GmbH fraudulently conceal its
disastrous finances before its 2017
acquisition by the U.S. company.
Berkshire unit Precision Castparts
Corp. sued 2,500-lawyer Jones Day,
which represented Schulz in the $940
million acquisition, in a state court in
Houston, alleging the firm played a
“substantial role in aiding and
abetting” a scheme to mislead
Precision into signing a deal worth a
fraction of the purchase price. The
suit is an attempt to put Jones Day
on the hook in case Schulz is unable
to pay all or part of a $755.5 million
arbitration award Precision won in

April.  

Legislation to prevent
Chinese firms from
U.S. securities
markets
December 9, 2020 

WASHINGTON, Dec 1 (Reuters) -
The U.S. House of Representatives is
expected to pass legislation this
week that could prevent some
Chinese companies from listing their
shares on U.S. exchanges unless
they adhere to U.S. auditing
standards, congressional aides said
on Tuesday. The House is scheduled
to vote on Wednesday evening on
“The Holding Foreign Companies
Accountable Act,” which bars
securities of foreign companies from
being listed on any U.S. exchange if it
has failed to comply with the U.S.
Public Accounting Oversight Board’s
audits for three years in a row. Aides
said there is bipartisan backing for
the measure. Measures taking a
harder line on Chinese business and
trade practices generally pass
Congress with large margins  

Protest after a
prominent Black
scientist was fired by
Google
December 9, 2020 

Hundreds of Google employees
and more than 1,000 academic

researchers are speaking out in
protest after a prominent Black
scientist studying the ethics of
artificial intelligence said she was
fired by Google after the company
attempted to suppress her research
and she criticized its diversity efforts.
Timnit Gebru, who was the technical
co-lead of Google’s Ethical AI team,
wrote on Twitter on Wednesday that
she had been fired after sending an
email to an internal group for women
and allies working in the company’s
AI unit. The email, which was first
published by the tech newsletter
Platformer, referenced a dispute over
a research paper, but more broadly
expressed frustration at Google’s
diversity programs.  

DNB Faces Fine for
Not Complying With
Money Laundering
Rules
December 9, 2020 

Norway’s biggest bank has been
warned that it may be fined 400
million kroner ($45 million) for failing
to comply with anti-money laundering
rules. The Financial Supervisory
Authority in Oslo criticized DNB ASA’s
inadequate compliance with the
Norwegian Anti-Money Laundering
Act, and has warned the bank that an
administrative fine may follow, DNB
said in a statement. The FSA has yet
to finalize the report. “The possible
fine that DNB has been notified of is
not related to any suspicions of
money laundering or complicity in
money laundering,” the bank said.
The inspection applies only to its
operations in Norway.  
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Coca-Cola is named
the world's worst
plastic polluter -
Nestle and PepsiCo
second and third
December 9, 2020 

Coca-Cola has been named the
world's worst plastic polluter for the
third year in a row, followed by fellow
non-movers PepsiCo and Nestle. An
annual audit by environmental group
Break Free From Plastic collected
almost 350,000 pieces of plastic from
55 countries, finding that Coca-Cola
products - including brands Fanta
and Sprite - were by far the most
common branded plastic found.
Pieces of plastic featuring Coca-
Cola's branding were found at all but
four of the 55 sites inspected,
totalling 13,834 pieces of plastic
waste. Coca-Cola's plastic waste was
more than the combined total from
the second and third most common
brands found, Nestle (8,633) and
PepsiCo (5,155).  

UK companies at
biggest risk of
shareholder activism
in Europe
December 9, 2020 

U.K. listed companies are set to
stay firmly in the firing line of
shareholder activists next year as
they look to take advantage of the
disruption caused by the pandemic to
intensify their campaigns in the
country, new research shows. More
than 60 companies in the U.K. are

predicted to be at risk, compared with
54 in December 2019, according to
new research by Alvarez & Marsal
(A&M) into European shareholder
activism, published on Wednesday.
Companies in the U.K. have been
worse hit than many of their
European counterparts, creating
greater opportunities for activists,
with the country now accounting for
37% of all at-risk companies, the
global professional services firm said
in its sixth “A&M Activist Alert” report.

U.S. bans cotton
imports from China
producer XPCC citing
Xinjiang 'slave labor'
December 9, 2020 

The U.S. Customs and Border
Protection agency said on
Wednesday its “Withhold Release
Order” would ban cotton and cotton
products from the Xinjiang
Production and Construction Corps
(XPCC), one of China’s largest
producers. The move, which China
said was based on a fabrication, is
the latest by the Trump
administration in its final weeks to
harden the U.S. position against
Beijing, making it more difficult for
President-elect Joe Biden to ease
U.S.-China tensions. The ban against
XPCC, which produced here 30% of
China's cotton in 2015 could have a
sweeping effect on companies
globally involved in selling textiles
and apparel to the United States.  

Investigation of
FirstEnergy Corp.’s
Officers for Breach of
Fiduciary Duties
December 9, 2020 

Lawfirm Scott+Scott is
investigating whether FirstEnergy’s
board of directors or senior
management failed to manage
FirstEnergy in an acceptable manner,
in breach of their fiduciary duties to
FirstEnergy, and whether FirstEnergy
has suffered damages as a result. On
July 21, 2020, federal agents arrested
Ohio Speaker Larry Householder and
several other individuals, including a
FirstEnergy lobbyist, in connection
with a $60 million corruption scheme.
On this news, FirstEnergy stock price
declined 45% from $41.26 per share
on July 20, 2020, to as low as $22.85
per share on July 22, 2020. of
FirstEnergy Corp. (“FirstEnergy”)
(NYSE: FE) breached their fiduciary
duties to FirstEnergy and its
shareholders.  Read more www.  

BHP loses bid to limit
shareholder claims in
dam disaster class
action
December 8, 2020 

Mining giant BHP has lost a legal
bid to restrict non-Australian
shareholders and those who hold
their interest through foreign
exchanges from joining a class
action lawsuit in Australia's Federal
Court over the deadly Samarco dam
collapse in 2015. The class action
lawsuit was launched in the wake of
the disastrous collapse of the Fundao
tailings dam at BHP and Vale's

                                           Page 4/6



Samarco joint venture in Brazil, which
killed 19 people and poured about 40
million tonnes of mine waste into the
river system, causing environmental
and economic chaos for local
communities. BHP, the world's
largest listed miner, lost $25 billion in
market value following the disaster,
with shares diving across all markets.

Supreme Court
Seems Ready to Limit
Human Rights Suits
Against Corporations
December 8, 2020 

The Supreme Court, which has
placed strict limits on lawsuits
brought in federal court based on
human rights abuses abroad, seemed
poised on Tuesday to reject a suit
accusing two American corporations
of complicity in child slavery on Ivory
Coast cocoa farms. The case was
brought by six citizens of Mali who
said they were trafficked into child
slavery as children. They sued Nestlé
USA and Cargill, saying the firms had
aided and profited from the practice
of forced child labor. “Plaintiffs are
former child slaves seeking
compensation from two U.S.
corporations which maintain a
system of child slavery and forced
labor in their Ivory Coast supply chain
as a matter of corporate policy to
gain a competitive advantage in the
U.S.  

Six years of the Soft

Commodities
Compact failed to
slow bank finance for
deforestation
December 8, 2020 

The Soft Commodities Compact
(SCC), an initiative signed by 12
banks which concludes at the end of
2020, has been unable to show any
progress towards its target of
supporting ‘zero net deforestation’ in
the palm oil, soy, cattle, and pulp &
paper and timber sectors. (1) This
failure shows the urgent need for the
banking sector to develop a fresh
approach to the urgent crisis facing
the world’s forests, concludes a
BankTrack report titled “Soft
commitments, Hard lessons”
released today. The 12 banks
committed under the SCC to support
their clients in soft commodity supply
chains to reduce deforestation
through an approach largely focused
on requiring clients to sign up to
certification schemes.  

U.S. Congress Close to
Ending Anonymous
Companies Abused by
Criminals and
Corrupt Actors
December 7, 2020 

Leaders of the U.S. Senate and
U.S. House of Representatives took a
major step toward ending the
incorporation of anonymous
companies in the United States and
updating federal anti-money
laundering laws Thursday with the
bipartisan unveiling of legislative text
for the annual must-pass defense bill.

The House and Senate are both
expected to approve this version of
the National Defense Authorization
Act (NDAA), which includes the
Corporate Transparency Act, before
the end of the year. The Financial
Accountability and Corporate
Transparency(FACT)Coalition,which
has led the decade-long effort to end
anonymous companies in the U.S.  

New report reveals
extent of violations by
French oil major Total
December 7, 2020 

Based on field research, the
report has been submitted as
evidence in the historic court case
against Total, led by these two
French organisations and four
Ugandan groups 1 . Following the
hearing held on 28 October in
Versailles, France, the court of appeal
ruling is expected on 10 December,
2020. This ruling is particularly
important as it is the first ever legal
action filed under the 2017 French
law on the duty of vigilance of
transnational corporations. This law
– a historic first at both the global
and national level – means that the
parent companies of transnational
corporations can be made liable by
law in France for the impacts of their
activities throughout the world.  

Voices of discontent
over Rio Tinto’s
jadarite mine
investment in Serbia
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grow louder
December 2, 2020 

When the state has no control
over the implementation of its own
environmental protection laws, and
investors are denying access to
information about their projects or
operations, then citizens – in this
case Serbian citizens – are forced to
take matters into their own hands
and protect water, land, and air. This
is precisely what is happening with
the announced mining of jadarite, a
lithium ore, in which global mining
giant Due to the nature of their
business, mining companies around
the world are under constant public
scrutiny. In September, Thinking
Humanity reported that Rio Tinto had
destroyed a 46,000-year-old Aboriginal
site in Australia in order to expand an
iron ore mine. 

Nike, Coca-Cola, and
Apple lobbied to
weaken a bill aimed at
preventing using
forced Uighur labor
December 1, 2020 

Nike, Coca-Cola, and Apple were
among the companies that lobbied to
weaken a bill aimed at banning US
firms from relying on Chinese forced
labor, The New York Times reported
Sunday. HSBC, American Apparel,
and several industry groups also
lobbied on the bill, which would ban
many goods imported from Xinjiang
unless companies prove they weren't
made with forced labor. The Uyghur
Forced Labor Prevention Act, as it's
called, passed the House in
September by a 406-3 margin, and
according to The New York Times,

has the support needed to pass the
Senate.  

Climate change
activists take energy
giant Shell to court
over emissions
December 1, 2020 

A group of environmental
organisations backed by thousands
of Dutch citizens has launched a civil
case against energy giant Shell.
Milieudefensie, the Dutch arm of
Friends of the Earth is asking a judge
to order the multinational to commit
to reining in its carbon emissions by
45% by the year 2030. They claim the
company broke Dutch law by
knowingly hampering the global
phase-out of fossil fuels. It's the
latest in a string of cases around the
world in which activists are using the
courtroom as a venue to fight for
action to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions from governments and
companies.  
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